Buying A House In Greece
(or anywhere for that matter)

This article was in "A Place in the Sun" (June 2010), which is a magazine about making the most of overseas property. Pretty good magazine in my opinion, and if you are in the buying mood (or the inquiring mood), very much worth a read. And this solicitor sounds better than good (
Theodouli is a solicitor based in Greece (theodeteni@vodafone.net.gr) 

Our house-hunter must check the same points wherever she buys in Greece. She must make sure that: 1) The property has deeds in legal order and the seller is the owner of it; 2) That there are no legal flaws such as mortgages, debts or rights of way through the property; 3) If it is already built, she should make sure that she appoints an independent civil engineer/ surveyor to check the legality of the construction, the quality of it, whether she can extend the property and so on. 
If lane buys a half-finished house she should make sure that everything is paid for up to the present stage and ask for all the receipts to prove that. Also, she should make sure that she declares the real purchase price in the purchase contract to save herself from future problems. I would also recommend that she makes a will in Greece, in which she appoints her heirs. Finally, she should make sure that both her lawyer and civil engineer/surveyor are independent and working on her behalf.

